— 
| * 


C ATEC HIS NM 


FOR 


CHllpREN and YOUTH, 


— | — 
5 — 


— 


By NATHAN ' PORTEUS, 4 met 
— — —— — | a 1 «4 xd | 
; 85 "Y 
Kxwornon commended the PxnS1Ans for *the prudent education R 
of their Children, <vbo always endeavoured to ſeaſon their minds 
with excellegy Principles. | | « 4 $ 


MANCHESTER 
PRINTED BY Ct WHEELER, 


— 2 


—— — 


M, pe, txxAXIII. 


37 
Ah 
11 


„ 9 


4 #4 


7 
: * " 
5 4 * 5 
\ «+ 
Cf 8 ; 4 4 * 
* 4 F 1 4 * 
* 
„ 4 4% 


* * 8 


res n to 
P R E A O. 
2 * _— " 


ITHER it is the duty of mankind 
4 to be ſcepties, and conſequent 
live at random, or there muſt be ln 1 
thing as Truth, and it muſt have ſyme cer- 
tain evidence. ee 
Truth, received into the mind,” accompa- 
nied with its proper evidence, 15 knowledge, 
which, being the foundation of all hath 
peculiarly noble and excellent in Human 
conduct, cannot be too ſoon purſued; efpe- 
_ cially as its paths are infinitely n and 
extenſive, and can never be thoroughly 
traced, by the moſt Ain e or the 
Apen . a 
Of all other kinds of Lidwiddge that, 
of our duty, deſervedly claims the prefer- 
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ence, and catechiſing is one of the eaſieſt, 
and moſt approved methods of communi- 
cating it to children. But if they are only 
taught to commit a number of words, or 
ſentences to memory, without ideas, or a 
number of propoſitions without evidence, 
they may be capable of repeating twenty 
catechiſms by rote, without making the leaſt 
moral improvement, or the leaſt acceſſion 
to their knowledge. 


Too frequently we behold perſons, who 
Profeſs an utter averſion to popery, leading, 
or rather driving children into an implicit 


Faith. Inſtead of attempting to point out, 


and explain, the reaſonableneſs of moral 
obligation, they ſatisfy themſelves with the 
cification of ſome ancient credenda, or 
ſome eſtabliſhed precepts, threatening un- 
belief and diſobedience, with the forfeiture 
of everlaſting ſalvation. 


Certainly it is leſs trouble to denounce 
terrors than to convince the underſtanding, 
—to furniſh children with words than with 
knowledge —to alarm their fears, than to 


inſpire more generous motives—Neverthe- 
leſs, 


PREFACE. v. 
leſs, I am greatly inclined to believe, that 
the rational powers of children, are-much 
ſtronger, than is generally imagined, . and 
that by proper treatment they would foon 
ſtrengthen and expand. Filling their heads 
with notions, without reaſon or argument, 
is doing them real injury: it is locking up 
their capacities of diſcerning and judging, 
and leading them not only into preſent pre- 
judices, but, teaching them to adopt opi- 
nions, and to judge without evidence, in 
future. + 
Children muſt have ſome principles of 
action, and if they are not judiciouſly aſ- 
ſiſted in the acquirement of them, there is 
danger of their admitting ſuch as are — 
neous and vicious. But as thoſe impreſſions 
which are firſt made upon the mind, and 
deepened by reiterated endeavours, are ſel- 
dom, if ever, entirely effaced, parents gan- 
not be too cautious what ſentiments they 
propoſe to their offspring, in a carechetical 
way. | 
If all the falſe religions in the world, are 
handed down, from father to ſon; thoſe 


who are honeſtly concerned for the advance- 
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ment of truth, ſhould be careful not to pre- 
poſſeſs the tender and unbiaſſed minds of 
their children with unintelligible doctrines, 
and diſputable points, nor even with gene- 
rally received truths, without their proper 
evidence. But moral duties may be ſafely 
inculcated; the difference between right 
and wrong, appears by its own light, al- 
moſt - intuitively, and has been  acknow- 
ledged, in every civilized nation under hea- 
ven, If it ſhould be thought neceſſary to 
inſtruct children in thoſe opinions which are 
acquired by the ſlower deductions of rea- 
ſon, or derived from authority and teſti- 
mony, why ſhould their proc be with-held? 
In compoſing this Catechiſm, I have oc- 
caſionally uſed the materials of others, but 
have endeavoured to avoid what is com- 
monly called, controverſial divinity my 
wiſh being to furniſh young catechumens 
with the moſt uſeful principles, and to pre- 
ſerve them, as much as poſſible, from pre- 
| judice and bigotry—to ſupply them with 
important truths, and with the evidence 
upon which thoſe truths depend. 
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CAT ECHIS M. Ge. 
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\ HY are you catechiſed? 
A. That I may know God and my 
duty. 


2. Q. Can you tell who God is? 


A. He is that great Being, who made me 
and all mankind. 


3. Q. Has he taken any care of you ſince 
Ne. came into the world? 


A. Yes, he has kept me from harm, by 
night and by day, and is always Wing me 
good. | 


k 4. Q. What are you made and kepr alive 
or ? 


A. To be good and happy. 
1 * What muſt you do to be good? | 
A, I muſt 
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A. I muſt love and obey my parents, 
ſpeak the truth, and do no harm ; but be 
honeſt and kind to every body. 


6. Q. What may you hope for, if you are 
good ? 


A. If I am good I ſhall be happy. 


7. * Why ſhall you be happy if you are 
good? 

A. Becauſe I ſhall be pleaſed with my 
own reflections, all good people will love 
me, and God will bleſs me. 


8. Q. What may you fear if you are not 
good ? 


A. If I am not good I may expect to be 
miſerable. 


9. Q. Why ſhall you be unhappy if you are 
wicked? 


A. Becauſe neither God nor good people 
will love me, and I ſhall condemn myſelf. 


o. Q. Can God know * you are 
8504 or not? 
A. Yes, for though I cannot ſee him, he 
ſees me always. 
11. Q. As God made you, and preſeryes 
you, and does you good, are there not fome 
duties whjch you owe him? 


A, Yes : 
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A. Tes: I ſhould. thank him for his fa- 


vours, and obey his will. 

12. Q. How may you find out the will of 
God ? 
A. By conſidering his nature and my own. 


13. Q. What reaſon have you to think that 
there is a God? , 


A. Becauſe 1 and other creatures are 
alive, and we could not make ourſelves. 


14. Q. Are there more Gods than one? 


A. There muſt be one God, one God is 
enough; ſo I ſuppoſe there are no more. 


15. Q. Why do you * one God is 
enough? 

A. Becauſe l aſcribe to bim N poſt 
ble perfection. 

16. Q. Mention ſome of che perfetions 
which you aſcribe to God? 

A. God is wiſe, powerful, good and 
happy. WED 


17. Q. But are there not ſome perfections 
which can be aſcribed to God only? 


A. Yes: he had no beginning, is pre- 
ſent every where, hath no bounds, and can- 


not change, 
18. Q. Is 


8. N Is the youees of God without 
which the world, and ſun, a moon, 
wiſe > 
idem | 

to man. 

A. Becauſe he hath made all living crea- 
io, 
tures? 
42. Q Why then does God permit his 

A. Pain and affliction not only give us a 
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e, 

A. Ves, for what can limit that power, 
ſtars were made. 

19; Q Flom: do you know that God is 
A. Becauſe he hath made all things fit for 
their proper ends, and given ſom 

20. Q How can vou cell that God is 
good? © 
tures capable of being happy, and given 
them whatſoe ver is neceſſary t to make them 

21. . But if God is good, can he ever 
be unmindtul of the happineſs of his crea- 
A. No; he takes care of them conſtantly, 
and that care is called Providence. 
creatures to be afflicted with pain and ſick- 
neſs? 
grenter reliſh for the enjoyments of life; but 

lead 
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lead us to ſober thought, and teach us to 


place our chief good in the practice of virtue. 
23. Q. What is virtue? | 


A. It is a#ing right—or ding our auryt 


24. Q. How are the duties of virtue, 
or moral duties diſcoverable? 


A. By our own reaſon and conſcience, 


"which point out the difference between 
right #hd wrong. 


25. Q. And does our diſcerning the dif- 
ference between right and wrong make it 
our duty to purſue the one, and avoid the 


other? 


. e perceive an action to be 


right, is a ſufficient reaſon for doing it; and 


we cannot but diſapprove the wrong, whe- 
TT we would or not. 


6. Q. If God is poſſeſſed of every per- 
foion; what 1s your duty? 
A,” As God is the all-perfect Being, I 


ought frequently to think of him, and to 
1 to be like him. 


Q. God is the Creator of all other 


Beings, and therefore ſuperior to all—what 
duty ariſes from hence? 


A. He who is fupreme over all Beings, 


ought to receive the homage of all - there- 


fore 


— — ——— — — 


— . —— a 


=_ pleaſe God, 
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fore, it is my duty to reverence and worſhip 
God. s | 


28. Q. Do you not then perceive that 
ſwearing, or talking of the adorable God, 
in a light and trifling manner, is very 
wrong ? 


A. Yes: for it tends to leſſen that re- 
verence, which 1s due to his glorious Ma- 


jeſty. 


29. Q. God is the beſt of all Beings; he 
has made you capable of happineſs, and he 
gives you all the good things you enjoy— 
what returns ſhould you make to him? 

A. As God is fo amiable in himſelf, and 
ſo good to me, I ſhould love and praiſe 
him. | 


30. Q. God governs the world in wiſdom 


and goodneſs—what duty reſults from your 


belief in his Proivdence? 


A. I ſhould be ſatisfied with my preſent 
lot, and cheerfully truſt him for the future, 


31. Q. As God is your Creator and Pre- 


ſerver, and all your happineſs depends upon 
him hat ſhould be the aim of your whole 


life? | 
A. It ſhould be my conſtant endeavour 


32, Q. But 
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Q. But have you nat frequently of- 
ended him already: 2 


A. I will not deny, that 1 have too often 
done thoſe things, which I ought. not to 
have done. | 


33- Q. But as you have often acted con- 
trary to the dictates of reaſon, which are 
the dictates of God - have you any ground 


to hope far his forgiveneſs and bleſſing? 


A. Tes: as God is the beſt of all Beings, 
I may well hope, that if I repent of my 
fins, and do better for the future, that he 
will pardon and bleſs me. 


34. Q. What general cy a0 you owe 
to l men? | 


A. I ought to do Wan ve, and al 
the good in my power. 


35. Q What conduct ue Juſtice re- 
quire of you? 


A. Juſtice requires that 1 a no injury 
to any one, and render to all their due. 


36. Q. Does TDs. re vire you to act 
We | 3 


A. Yes: for aiſhoneſty 3 is injurious to 


others; and 1 ſhould not like to be cheated 
or robbed myſelf, 


B 37. Q. 
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37- Q. Does. juſtice an you to tell 
the truth? 


A. Yes: for I expect truth fs e 
and ſaciety would be confuſion without it. 


38. Q. Does juſtice require po to re- 
frain from ſlander? 


A. Certainly: becauſe if 1 invent or 
ſpread a report, hurtful to the character of 
my neighbour, I ſhall do him an injury, 
for which I can make him no amends. 


39. Q. Does juſtice require you to be 
grateful to benefactors? 


A. Yes: for gratitude is the proper re- 
turn for their favours; and if I am ungrate- 
ful, I ſhall be ſtupid and deteſtable. 


40. Q. Who are your greateſt bene- 
factors? 


A. My parents therefore 1 ſhould love 
and obey them. 


41. Q. Ought you to be dul and oblig- 
ing to every body? 


A. Yes: for by an affable belavieur I 


| ſhall promote the * both! of my- 
ſelf, and others. ; 


42. Q. What is Four 0 to > thoſe who 
are in diſtreſs ? 


E oh 5 : A. That 
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A. That benevolence, which God hath 


made part of my very nature, prompts me 


to pity their ſufferings, and to endeavour to 
relieve them. | 


43- Q. Is it proper for you to judge, and 
cenſure others? | 

A. No: I may miſtake their motives: 
God al6n= can Judge men's hearts; and I 


am conſcious of many imperfections in ny 
own conduct. | 


44. Q. Should you be willing to forgive 
thaſe who have injured you? | 


A. Yes: for 1 myſelf ſtand in need of 
forgiveneſs, both from God and man. 


45- Q Is it your duty to be of a peace- 


ful diſpoſition ? 


A. Yes: for if F am ill-natured and 
quarrelſome, I ſhall diſturb the happineſs of 
all around me. 


46. Q: Why ſhould you endeavour to 
promote the happineſs of every man, as far 
as you are able? 


A. Becauſe my reaſon tells me it is | 
right; and my own happineſs depends, in 
ſome meaſure, upon the conduct of others 


towards me.. | | 1 
B 2 47. Q. 
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47. Q. May you be quite unconcerned 
about the happineſs or miſery of brute 
creatures? 


A. No; I ought not to be cruel 'to them, 
for they have the ſame_bodily feelings with 
myſelf; and it is certain that the prone of 


all intended the happineſs of all. 


48. Q. What is the firft duty which you 
owe to yourſe]}f? 


A. To gain an acquaintance with my 
real ſtate and character. 


49. Q. Is the acquirement of fell. know. 


ledge a duty of great importance? 


A. Tes: for it prevents pride and pre- 
ſumption, and teaches us what * we 
ought chiefly to purſue. 


50. Q. If much of your happineſs de- 


pends upon the ſtate of your mind, what 


duties ariſe from hence? 
A. I fhould endeavour to furniſh it 1 


uſeful and delightful knowledge, and to 


bring my paſſions under the nme of 
reaſon and conſcience. 


1171 Q. What are the advantages of hu- 
mi 


A. It will prevent me from giving or 


taking 
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taking unneceſſary offence, and tend to 
preſerve the tranquillity of my mind. 1 


52. Q. What are the evil conſequences 
of pride? | | 
A. It will hinder me from ſeeing my own 


faults, and expoſe me to the hatred of my 
fellow creatures. 


53. Q. Ought you not to avoid gluttony 
drunkenneſs, lewdneſs, and all kinds of 
intemperance ? 


A. Yes: for they tend to ruin the health 
of my body to weaken. the faculties of my 
mind—to waſte my worldly ſubſtance---to 
deſtroy my reputation—to unfit me for the 
duties of life and make me miſerable. 


54. Q. In what manner ſhould you par- 
take of innocent pleaſures and amuſements? 


A. With moderation, ſo as not to inter- 
fere with other important duties. 


55. Q. What are the cauſes of gaming? 


A. Thoughtleſsneſs, idleneſs, and ava- 
rice; or deſperate circumſtances. 


56. Q. What are the conſequences of 
gaming ? | 


A. Deceit, tricking and cheating, quar- 
rels, ruin, robbery and deſpair, 


B 3 57. Q 
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57. Q. Ought not both rich and poor to 
keep themſelves uſefully employed? Fin 
A. Yes: for activity is conducive to 
health and pleaſure; but indolence creates 
many diſorders, both of body and mind. 
58. Q. Is it your duty to avoid avarice? 
A. Yes: for avarice will draw aſide my 


heart from the love of wiſdom and good- 
neſs, and harden it againſt the. poor. 


59. Q. May you envy thoſe who are 
wealthier and grander than yourſelf? 


A. It would be ungrateful to Providence, 
with whoſe appointments I ought always to 


be ſatisfied. 


60. Q. But may you not endeavour to 
improve your circumſtances ? 


A. Yes, by induſtry and . It is 
my duty to make my life as uſeful to others, 
and as comfortable to myſelf, as Tican. 


61. Q. What are thoſe principles which 
will moſt powerfully engage you to the 
practice of divine, ſocial and perſonal du- 


ties? | 


A. A ſupreme veneration and love for 
God—a ſincere good-will towards my fel- 


low-creatures, and a juſt regard to my own 
real intereſt, | | 
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52. Q. What is the beſt method we can 
take to guard ourſelves from all immo+ 
rality ? | of fr 195 TS "Yi 
- A. By getting our minds furniſhed with 
good principles, rejecting evil thoughts, 
avoiding bad company, guarding againſt 
thoſe temptations to which we are moſt ex- 
poſed, and correcting every thing amiſs in 


the beginning. on * 
63. Q. Where do you find the beſt and 
moſt complete collection of rules, for the 
regulation of your whole conduct? | 
A. In the Bible, or the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament. 1 


64. Q. What are the Scriptures? 


A. The word Scriptures ſignifies writ- 
ings: and the writings of the Bible give an 
account of the religion of Jews and Chriſ- 
tians. 

65. Q. To what purpoſe do Chriſtians 
apply the Jewiſh Scriptures? os 

A. They uſe them for moral inſtruction, 
and to confirm the divine authority of Jesvs 
66. Q. Who was Jesvs CnrisT? | 
A. The founder of the Chriſtian religion. 


67. Q. 
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67. N evidence have you of the 
truth of Chriſtianity? | 


A. Beſides the excellence of its doQrines- 
and the purity of its precepts, I have the 
teſtimony of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John, who publiſhed the life of its. author. 


68, Q. Upon what grounds do Chriſtians 
give credit to their teſtimony ? 


A. They fay that theſe Evangeliſts muſt be 
capable of judging concerning the truth of 
the facts they atteſted—that their writings 
pom their honeſty—and, that if they had 

n falſe witneſſes, it is unaccountable 
how they ſhould have gained ſo much cre- 
dit with the world. 


69. Q. Has Jzsvs CanisT any peculiar 
titles given him in their writings ? 


A. Yes; he is ſtiled the Son of God, and 
the Saviour of the world! 


Q. Did CnRIsT allow the propriety 
of thele titles ? 


A. Yes; he called himſelf the © Son of 
God;” and declared that he came down 
from heaven, to ſave that which was loſt. 


. Q. How did he prove the truth of 
theſe aſſertions ? 


A, He appealed to the accompliſhment 
0 


_ A_ Catechiſm, Sc. 21 


of ancient prophecies in his perſon, and 
likewiſe to the miracles which he perform- 
ed, ſaying, „The works which I do, bear 
ce witneſs of me, that the. Father ſent me.“ 


72. Q Did he e ever particularly mention 
the works, to N he AP be gag 
here to allude? ,,_ 
A. Yes: when john ſent wo enquire whe- 
ther he was really “ The Chriſt,” he ſaid to 
the anefſengers—* Go. and tell John the 
things which ye do hear and ſee— The 
« blind receive their ſight—the lame walk 
* n lepers are cleanſed the deaf hear 
< —the dead ate raiſed up and the poor 
have the goſpel preached to them.“ 


73. Q. Did Chriſt profeſs to Pay any re- 
gal to the law of Moſes? | 


A. He faid he came not 0 Qeſtrvy, but 
to fulfil the Law. - 


74. Q. To what Law muſt Chriſt be Tup- 
poſed particularly to refer? 


A. To the moral law, contained: of. the 
Ten Commandments, which, according vo 
_ - Moſes, were received immediately from the 
Supreme Being 
75. Q. What is the firſt of thoſe Com- 
mandments? | 
A. Thou 
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A. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods be- 
fore me? 


76. Q. What is the ſecond? | 
A. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any 
yo image, or any likeneſs of any thing 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that 1s in the water under 
the earth: thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf 
to them, nor ſerve them; for I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God, viſiting the iniqui- 
ties of the fathers upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate me, and ſhewing mercy unto 


thouſands of them that love me and keep 
my commandments, 


77. Q. What is the third? 


A. Thou ſhalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy. God in vain; for the Lord will 
not hold him guiltleſs, that taketh his name 

In vain.. 


78. Q. What is the fourth? 


A. Remember the ſabbath-day, to keep 
it holy: ſix days ſhalt thou labour and: do 
all thy work; but the ſeventh day is the 
ſabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou 
ſhalt not do any work; thou, nor thy ſon, 

nor thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor thy 

maid-ſervant nor thy cattle, nor thy ſtran- 


ger 
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ger that is within thy gates; for in ſix days 
the Lord made heaven and s earth, the ſea, 
and all that in them is, and reſted the ſe- 


venth day; wherefore the Lord bleſſed the 
ſabbath-day, and hallowed it. | 


79. Q. What is the fifth? 


A. Honour thy father and thy Woher, 


that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 


80. Q. What is the ſixth? 

A. Thou ſhalt not kill. 

81. Q. What is the ſeventh? 

A. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 


82. Q. What is the eighth! 
A. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 


mh 3. Q. What 1 is the ninth? 


A. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs a 
gainſt thy neighbour. _ 


$4. Q. What is the tenth? 


A. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's 
houſe; thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's 
wife; nor his -man-ſervant, nor his maid- 
ſervant, nor his ox, nor his aſs, nor * 


ching that 1s * Ke 3. 
| 8 5. Q. 
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856. Q. How did. i ſum 955 theſe 
en ene 4 


A. He ſaid, * Thou ſhalt lov the Lot 
& thy God, with all thy heart, and with all 
« thy ſoul, and with an thy mind: this is 
te the firſt and great commandment: and 
« the ſecond. is like unto, it thou ſhalt 
« love thy neighbour as thyſelf: on theſe 
« two commandments hang all the, law and 
ce the prophets.” 


86. Q. What was the gaſpel deſigned to 
teach ? 


A. Paul, who afferts that he had a reve- 
lation immediately from Jefus Chriſt, writ- 
ing to Titus, ſays, The grace of God, 
that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared tc 
c all men, teaching us, that denying un- 
« godlineſs and worldly luſts,, we ſhould 

ive ſoberly, righteouſly and pioully.” 


= Q. Does not the New- Teſtament 
condemn all who do not believe in Jeſus 


Chriſt ? 


A. It condemns all thaſe who through 
depraved affections refuſed inſtruction or 
Chrift expreſly fays, This is the condem- 
«* nation; that light is come into the world, 
« and men loved darkneſs rather than light, 
& becauſe their deeds were evil.“ 


88. Q. 
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88. Q. Did Chriſt give any directions 
concerning the manner in which devotion 
ſnould be performed? 


A. Yes: he cautionedꝭ his diſciples againſt 
oſtentation and hypocriſy, and directed them 


to worſhip the one God, © in het and in 
ce. truth. | 


89. Q. Did not Chriſt culo: a hu- 
mane and generous diſpoſition? 


A. Yes; for he injoined the forgiveneſs 
of injuries, and taught the univerſality of 
benevolence, without diſtinction of coun- 
try or religion. 


Q. What general rule did he pre- 
| ſcribe for the regulation of ſocial conduct ? 


A. Whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them.” 


91. Q. Is the religion of the Goſpel cal- 


culated to promote the e of the 
moral character? 


A. Certainly: for it extends to the regu- 
lation of the thoughts, and repreſents wicked 


deſires to be criminal, as well as wicked ac- 
tions. 


G. Did Chriſt repreſent the demands 
* fo r 


om mankind as ee to 
their abilities and advantages? 


© Bhs A. He 


26 A Catechiſm, Sc. 


A. He taught, that where much was 
given, much would be required; and from 
the caſe of the poor woman who caſt her 
mite into the treaſury, he ſhewed, that ac- 


tions would be eſtimated by their intentions. 


93. Q. Was the life of Chriſt agreeable 
to the purity of his doctrines ? 


A. Peter ſays, © He left us an example, 
e that we ſhovld follow his ſteps; for he 


did no fin, neither was guile found in 
„his mouth.” 


94. Q. Does the Goſpel offer men any 
peculiar aſſiſtance in the- diſcharge of their 
duty? | 

A. Chriſt declared, that our heavenly 


Parent will “ give his holy Spirit to them 
« that aſk him. 


95, Q. What was the encouraging pro- 
miſe by which Chriſt and his Apoſtles ex- 
horted ſinners to repentance? EP 


A. The promiſe of a free pardon to the 


96. Q. What was the grand motive, by 
which Jeſus excited his followers to the 


: practice of his religion? 


A. By the ſolemn conſequences of a fu- 
LE age ture 
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ture judgment, in which God ſhall render 
to every man according to his works. 

97. A Under what images did Chriſt 
ſpeak of the future puniſhment of the 
wicked? 


A. He repreſented it to be, as the gnaw- 
ing of © a worm that never dieth;” as the 


2 of © a fire that cannot be quench- 
e 22 


98. Q. In what language did he ſpeak of 
the future ſtate of the virtuous and good? 


A. He promiſed them the inheritance of 
a a kingdom—the bleſſing. of his Father—and 
a participation of his own glory and joy. 


99. Q. Did Chriſt ſay any thing concern- 
ing the duration of future happineſs and 
miſery ? | It "3p 
A. He ſaid, the wicked ſhould © go into 


eternal puniſhment, and the righteous 
©« into eternal life.” EN 


100. Q. Have Chriſtians any other rea- 
ſon, beſide the promiſe of Chriſt, for expect- 
ing a future and everlaſting exiſtence? 


A. Chriſtians, in common with the reſt 
of mankind, enjoy the natural hope of im- 
mortality, which they eſteem ſtrengthened 
by the promiſe of Chriſt, and fully eſta- 

C 2 bliſhed 
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| 
| | bliſhed by his reſurrection— Paul ſays, 
| if we believe that Jeſus” died, and roſe 


* again, even ſo them alſo, who ſleep in 
1 es will God bring with him.“ 


N * 

1 

1 101. Q. Upon the whole, then, if Chriſ- 
tianity be true, what is the conſequence? 


A. If Chriſtianity be true, bad men have 
every thing to fear—good men have every 
thing to hope! 


102. Q. But ought not every one to 
_ comply with the eſtabliſhed religion of his 
country ? 


A. If religion be à perſonal thing—if 
it be impoſſible that men ſhould all think 
alike and if governors be liable to error 
then it follows, that every one muſt be at li- 
berty to chooſe his own religion. 


103. Q. Do you condemn that encourage- 
ment, which any particular government 
may give to any particular religion ? 


A. By no means! For if eſtabliſhments 
go no further---1f they uſe no compulſion, 
but leave all men at liberty to judge for 
themſelves, without injury to their civil in- 
tereſts, they may be very uſeful, as tending 
to preſerve a 2 ſenſe of religion. 


104. Q. 
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104. Q. Upon what grounds do you 
claim the right of judging for yourſelf? 


A. It is a right with which I am inveſted 
by the Author of my being---for my reaſon 
obliges. me to think of things as they ap- 
pear to me, whether I would or not. 

10g. Q. But ought you not implicitly to 
believe thoſe ſentiments, which have been 
aſſerted by good and learned men, as they 
appear in ancient creeds and catechiſms; or 
to depend upon the doctrines preached by 
the clergy now living? | We, 


A. No; not any further than I am con- 
vinced they are true—for, as no one elſe can 
think with my mind, I cannot transfer my 
right of private judgment. "I | 

106. Q. Do you derive any additional ar- 
gument for the right of perſonal judgment 
from the goſpel? — 5 9 


A. Yes: in the whole New-Teſtament 
there is no particular enumeration of things 
neceſſary to be believed Chriſt expoſtu- 
lated with the multitude, © Why of your- 
« ſelves judge ye not? what is right?“ — 
The Berceans are commended for examining 
for themſelves---and we are expreſly taught, 
that every man muſt give an account for 
hygaſelt, at the tribunal of Go , | 

ln 82 A MORN- 
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A MORNING PRAYER. 


Thou greateſt and beſt of Beings; my 
heavenly Father, my Friend, and my 
God! may it pleaſe thee to accept my hum- 


ble thanks for thy kind care during the paſt 


night, and for the bleſſings which ſurround 
me this mornin Life, and health, and 
food, and friends, are thy gift ——O! teach 


me to live a life of praiſe; ftill defend me 


from evil, and guard me from fin——Help 
me, that this and every day I may do my 
duty, and behave ſo in this world, as to be 


happy with the&in the world to come---for 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the 


glory, for ever. . Amen. 


* 


An EVENING PRAYER. 


M 


"reſt, till I have firſt worſhipped my great 


Y heavenly Father! my Almighty 
God! may 1 never lay my head to 


Creator, I fear, I have already been 
aan 41 __  unmindful 
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unmindful of thee---I fear, I have too often 

offended thee---but I humbly pray, that 

for the ſake of thy great goodneſs, thou 
would'ſt mercifully forgive me what I have 

done amiſs---teach me to know and love 

thee more, and to obey thee better. Ma 

I always ſpeak the truth, and be honeſt and 

kind---teach me to wiſh well to all the 

world, and to do good where I can— 

Bleſs my relations and friends, and grant 

to each of us a good. night---Make me 

every day more and more thankful for 

vaours—-prepare me for thy whole will 

e me fit to live, and fit to die---that 
we done my duty on earth, I may 


„ for ever in heaven with thee and 
lieſus Chriſt. Amen. 


2 
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Page 10. line 5th, for “ and ſun, the moon,” read the f 
* * . &c. wy un, the moon, 


12+ line 20, for Proivdence, read Providence. 
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